
DAY 1 – ARRIVAL DAY 

Arrive in Istanbul (Flight TBA), meet your Sea Song representative holding your name sign at the outside 

of the luggage claim area who will handle your transfer to your hotel. 

You can be met at the gate of the aircraft in Istanbul by our VIP host/ess with a name sign. You can have 

VIP Airport Service upon arrival at the airport for assistance with the airport formalities and luggage 

handling and escorted to your waiting transfer vehicle where your Sea Song representative will handle 

your transfer to your hotel. 

We highly recommend this service as the new Istanbul Airport is very large and there are big distances 

from the gate to the luggage claim area. (Approximately 25 minutes walking distance) 

(OPTIONAL) 

(Transfer vehicles are based on 2 medium suitcases per person. Only 1 transfer is included for arrival and 

departure. Please let us know if you need any individual transfers at extra costs and if you have 

additional luggage.) 

Dinner recommended at your hotel restaurant 

Overnight at hotel in Istanbul. 

 

DAY 2 – ISTANBUL 

After your breakfast, at 9:00am meet your professional guide holding a name sign at the hotel lobby for 

your private full-day of sightseeing. 

Your private tour of Istanbul will start with a visit to the Hippodrome, which was one of the largest 

chariot race grounds of the Byzantine Empire.  Istanbul's Byzantine Hippodrome was the heart of 

Constantinople's political and sporting life, and the scene of games and riots through 500 years of 

Ottoman history as well.  This was the largest hippodrome of the ancient world with a design that was 

conceptually based on the Circus Maximus in Rome.  You will see Egyptian Obelisk, Serpentine Column, 

Constantine Column which are remained from the original Hippodrome. 

You will take a short walk to the Blue Mosque, completed in 1616, it is a triumph of harmony, 

proportion and elegance.  The mosque was a part of a complex also including, tombs, fountains, 

kitchens, and a bath. Its colourful 260 windows enables the sunlight to reach inside. This makes the 

interior unusually light.  The blue Iznik Tiles covering the walls have given the mosque its popular name, 

Blue Mosque. 

Next, you will visit the magnificient Topkapı Palace, the residence of the sultans for almost three 

centuries. It is located on the promontory jutting out between the Bosphorus and the Golden Horn. This 

setting provides a magnificent view.  The construction of the Topkapı Palace was completed between 

1465 and 1478.  Being the imperial residence of the sultan, his court and harem, the palace was also the 

seat of government for the Ottoman Empire. 4,000 people lived in the Palace. 

Lunch is suggested at Konyali Restaurant serving traditional Turkish cuisine in the Topkapi Palace. 



After your lunch, you will visit St. Sophia, the church of the Divine Wisdom.  The architectural marvel of 

all time.  It was built during Emperor Justinian reign ( AD 537 ) and it remained the greatest church in 

Christendom until the conquest of Constantinople in 1453 by Sultan Mehmet II who ordered to convert 

Hagia Sophia into a Mosque.  In 1934, Atatürk proclaimed it a museum.  The walls of this beautiful piece 

of architecture are decorated with gorgeous  mosaics. 

Last, you will visit the Grand Bazaar. Before arrival to the Grand Bazaar you will have an opportunity to 

learn about the art of carpet weaving.  The Grand Bazaar is the largest and oldest covered Bazaar in 

Turkey with more than 4,000 shops. A variety of Turkish Handicrafts, oriental carpets, rare jewels, 

textiles, cotton towels, Iznik tiles and inexpensive souvenirs all sold in small shops next to each other.  

The streets are named according to the trades, such as gold and silver sellers, carpet sellers, booksellers, 

etc.  The most oriental atmosphere in Istanbul is found in the bazaar. 

At the end of your day, you will return to your hotel. 

Dinner recommended at Karakoy Lokantasi, serving traditional turkish cuisine. 

(Transportation to and from the restaurant can be arranged upon request.) 

*The dress code is smart casual. 

Overnight at hotel in Istanbul. 

 

DAY 3 – ISTANBUL  

After your breakfast, at 9:00am meet your professional guide at the hotel lobby for your private full-day 

of sightseeing. 

First, visit the Imperial Dolmabahce Palace, which was built in the mid-19th century by Sultan 

Abdulmecit I.  The facade stretches for 600 meters along the European shore of the Bosphorus and was 

the last home of the Ottoman Sultans. 

Next, you will visit the Spice Bazaar, the second largest covered market in Istanbul.  It was constructed in 

the 1660s as part of the Yeni Camii (New Mosque) complex. The name derives from the herbs, and 

spices imported from or through Egypt. It is still the best place to buy Turkish delight, dried fruit, exotic 

spices and herbs. 

Then, you will visit the street stalls of the Beyoglu-Galata area and sample their delicacies as we explore 

the neighborhood. Stuffed and fried mussel sellers and the historical pickle-hawkers in the Fish Market, 

Profiteroles on the Istiklal Street and Baklava tasting in Karakoy. Information about the seller and the 

food is explained throughout the tour with a little bit of history.  

You will visit Namli, a gourmet shop and restaurant carrying quality varieties of olive oils, international 

sauces, cheeses, helva, dried fruit and nuts, meze and other delicacies, as well as deli meats such as 

pastırma and sucuk. You may enjoy tasting some specialities that are in high demand by locals in the 

shop. 



After your backstreets experience, your next stop will be Istanbul Modern Art Museum to gain a fresh 

perspective of our city.  The museum has been likened to the Tate Modern in London, the exhibits are 

thought provoking and feature contemporary art from both Turkish and International artists.   

At the end of your day, you will return to your hotel. 

Dinner recommended at Mikla Restaurant, serving Mediterranean cuisine with a beautiful view of the 

entire city. (Transportation to and from the restaurant can be arranged upon request.) 

*The dress code is smart casual. No shorts, flipflops or sportswear please. 

Overnight at hotel in Istanbul. 

 

DAY 4 – ISTANBUL / CAPPADOCIA 

Check-out of your hotel at 9:40am meet your Sea Song representative at the hotel lobby and transfer to 

airport for your domestic flight to Kayseri on TK#2012 departing at 12:15pm. Arrive in Kayseri at 1:50pm 

meet your professional guide holding a name sign outside of the luggage claim area at the airport and 

drive to Cappadocia for approximately 1 hour with visits on your way to the hotel in Cappadocia.  

Lunch is recommended in Dibek Restaurant serving local cuisine. 

First, you will visit Devrent Valley. One magical corner in the countless panoramic valleys of Cappadocia, 

here is an unbelievable landscape with its rock formations and savage feeling; one of the best 

introductions to understanding the formation of fairy chimneys. 

Next, you will stop in the Pasabag Valley where the formation of “fairy chimneys” can be best observed. 

Pasabag, the Pasha's Vineyard, is surrounded by incredible natural rock formations; a spectacular scene. 

Last, you will visit Zelve, where three canyons meet in the Valley of Monks.  The rock face at Zelve is 

honeycombed with caves and churches, and much of the decoration inside the churches is symbolic.  

You will visit the two most interesting churches; The Church of Grapes and the Fish Church.   

At the end of your day, you will transfer to your hotel. 

Dinner recommended at Seki Restaurant serving local cuisine with great wines inside Argos Hotel. 

Overnight at hotel in Cappadocia. 

 

DAY 5 – CAPPADOCIA 

Early in the morning (The exact pick-up time will be advised the night before), you will wake- up to get 

ready for your ballooning experience. You will float over Cappadocia and see the fantastic landscape, 

going down into the valleys. It is an unforgettable experience. After your experience, you will return to 

your hotel for breakfast. (OPTIONAL) 

*Weather permiting. 



After your breakfast, at 9:00am meet your professional guide at the hotel lobby for your private full day 

of sightseeing. 

You will start your day descending below the earth’s surface into the Kaymakli Underground City, where 

five levels extend below ground and include; living quarters, kitchens, wine presses, storage rooms, 

stables and ventilation shafts.  Early Christians carved out these subterranean complexes to avoid 

invaders who swept across the plains of Anatolia from the 6th to the 9th Century. 

Next, visit the Göreme Open-Air Museum where icons and other figurative representations were 

prohibited. The 11th century represents the “golden age” of religious art in Goreme. Then, you will visit 

the Goreme Valley, which has been occupied since the dawn of history.  It is the valley of the churches.  

The wonderful and primitive 11th and 12th century frescoes cover the walls of these churches.  The 

oldest churches in the area date back to the 6th century.  Among the 356 of churches, the most 

important ones are The Karanlık Kilise, Yılanlı Kilise, The Elmalı Kilise and The Tokalı Kilise. 

Lunch recommended at Sedef Restaurant serving local cuisine. 

After your lunch, visit pretty town of Avanos, which has long been a center for pottery artisans as it lies 

on the banks of the Red River where clay supplies are abundant.  Enjoy a visit to a pottery workshop to 

meet the artisans and see their collections displayed in a vast underground cave complex. 

Then, you will stop on the best spot to have a panoramic view of the Uchisar Castle on the way to your 

hotel, full of towering rock houses typical of this area. Uchisar is a small town situated right in the 

middle of Cappadocia. It is named after the enormous piece of rock in the center of the town, which was 

once used as a castle. 

At the end of your visit, you will return to hotel. 

Dinner recommended at Lila Restaurant located inside the Museum Hotel with the wonderful view of 

the valley. Overnight at hotel in Cappadocia. 

 

DEPARTURE DAY – CAPPADOCIA / ISTANBUL / HOME 

Check-out of your hotel, at 9:00am meet your Sea Song representative holding a name sign at the hotel 

lobby and transfer to Kayseri Airport for your domestic flight to Istanbul on TK#2027 departing at 

11:20am. Arrive in Istanbul at 1:05pm, and connect to your international flight to home (Flight TBA) 

 


